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Tsumugi Silk Weaving
‘The Art of Murakami Ryoko
Documentary Film Series:
Craft Techniques of Important Intangible Cultural Properties

(FY2022-2023)
35 mm / color / 32 minutes

Presented by
Agency for Cultural Affairs
Produced by

Sakura Motion Picture Co., Ltd.

DVD (2 Ei&KR) Bilingual (Japanese & English)
{BLA % 3,800 F (BE31)
F477 ") itk (FEERHER) 30,0001 (BRI
¥3,800 (plus tax) for personal use

¥30,000 (plus tax) for library or group use
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‘The practice of weaving sturdy #sumugi cloth from spun silk has long been handed down
in regions across Japan. From the Edo period (1603-1868), especially, such unadorned or
simply striped fabrics were widely used in everyday attire. In recent years, the artistic merit
of handwoven fsumugi textiles has been revisited in unique designs created with modern
sensibilities.

A specialist in ssumugi weaves, Murakami Rydko expands on the conventional canon of
striped and yarn-dyed designs with her use of discontinuous weft patterns known as #suzure-
ori. By working weft threads of different colors from either side of her loom and crossing
them to “meet and separate” before weaving them back in the opposite direction, she forms
outlines and shapes patterns with a painterly, and sometimes graphic, touch.

Murakami prepares her own botanical dyes to color her threads and finds inspiration
for her innovative designs in the ever-changing scenery and palette of the nacural world.
Her masterful contributions to the art of zsumugi silk weaving were recognized by Japan’s
national government in 2016 when she was named a holder of the specialized body of
techniques that sustain this Important Intangible Cultural Property.

This film follows Murakami as she creates a new kimono entitled “Light of the Moon.” The
camera intimately reveals the process from her initial drafting of the design to the creation
of her colored threads and onward to the actual weaving of the fabric and construction of
the kimono, each task performed meticulously by Murakami herself.

Zun—7 Introduction
HlAE D 5L Early beginnings
TEITAEAR Drafting the design
SRgL s @) (Fv—) Dyeing the gray
R Q) (FE) Dyeing the yellow
TR Warping
B D e (A€~ LikY) Preparing the loom
B Weaving
I B (fh 3R ~RaE ) Refining the cloth and basting the kimono
SERAE i Finished work
FEHERR Digest
[P EAFUHE | Ise Karagami (19764 /3057) [t AsT 0bs—] o0124/334)

Tsumugi-ori Weaving: The Art of SASAKI Sonoko
B #i—s1730bs—] (016%/3045)
Saga-nishiki Weaying: The Art of KOGA Fumi
[l s aobs —] @005 /34) [RA——RELEObE—] Coi7t/36%)
Japanese Embroidery: The Art of Fukuda Kija Yizen: The Textile Art of Futatsuka Osao

CONR R e U
REw =it *H*E*i Sakura Motion Picture Co., Ltd.

T 1110053 RREAARKZXERL-4-1 YN\ AT O—RE L6
Tel 03-5846-9100 Fax 03-5846-9101 Email info@sakuraeiga.com
5-4-1-6F Asakusabashi, Taito-ku Tokyo 111-0053, Japan

Tel +81-3-5846-9100 Fax +81-3-5846-9101 sakuraeiga.com
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Yiizen: The Textile Art of MORIGUCHI Kako

i ERF

MAAI 24 4F, REBBFHE I N, HRUEHRETS 57492794 >~
BEEARE, BAIS2ELDER I ARIBTFAY L, SECEIMETD
DHLMA., FHECTE2MA MERELTOGES 2 ML T 5, FRISH
CRUER I SE T SCAL S [k | R4 3 2 300E, Rk 19 4R SKAR e % 2,
Pk 28 4F [k ] 47 BF T O H BRI SUAL I PR R S RRE

Murakami Ryoko

A native of Akita prefecture in northeastern Japan, Murakami Rydko was born

in 1949. She studied graphic design at Tokyo Zokei University, then apprenticed
herself to the sumugi textile artist Shimura Fukumi, under whom she trained

for five years. Murakami then opened her own weaving and dyeing studio in
Kyoto. In 2006 she was recognized by Kyoto’s prefectural government for her
mastery of tsumugi silk weaving; the following year she received the Medal with
Purple Ribbon for her accomplishments. In 2016 Murakami, like her mentor
Shimura before her, was recognized by the national government as a holder of the
specialized body of techniques required to create fsumugi, an Important Intangible
Cultural Property.
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15 ETU English script translation

w% Y Imoto Chikako

R PLXTFEHE English script editing
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The Art of Yuki Tsumugi Silks: Curated by the Association for the
Preservation of Honba Yuki-tsumugi Weaving Techniques
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Woodblock-and-Stencil Sarasa: The Textile Art of Suzuta Shigeto
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