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Comments on the Film by Hata Hisashi, Content Supervisor
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The performative arts of kyogen and noh are often described in contrast: the
former, comic and spoken; the latter, tragic and sung. Although this is not
incorrect, focusing only on their differences falls short of an accurate picture.
The truth is that kyogen and noh share much in common, having developed
alongside each other on the same stage for some six and a half centuries.
Both are grounded in the foundational arts of mai and utai: mai, or dance, is
concerned with techniques of movement, while utal, or chanting, addresses
vocalization and enunciation. A third art—katari, or narrative storytelling—
figures importantly when a kydgen actor appears in a noh play to deliver a
short interlude between acts, a performance known as ai-kydgen, or simply ai.
Actors in standalone kydgen plays weave together wordplay and realistic
emotional expression not found in noh to humorously portray slices of life and
evoke human joys and sorrows, and this, again, is done with the three shared
arts of maij, utal, and katari as the backbone.

Kyogen actor, Japan Art Academy member, and Living National Treasure
Nomura Mansaku commands a compelling presence on the stage that remains
undiminished even now past ninety years of age. From the earliest days of his
career he has elevated the status of kyagen through his dedication and vast
range of activities bridging tradition and modernity.

This film looks at Mansaku's career, accomplishments, and major roles,
giving viewers an essential understanding of kyogen through footage of him
and his son, Mansaku, training Mansaku'’s son, Yiki, in mai and utai and katari.
Also featured is a nearly unabridged presentation of the play Koji (Tangerines),
starring Mansaku as the irrepressible trickster Tarokaja in a production that
sparkles with the esprit of kydgen—especially in the climax, where Tarokaja
shifts virtuosically from ordinary speech to katari to utaiin the span of a few
minutes.

As its title aptly suggests, here is a documentary that taps into a treasured
living tradition: the heart of kyégen that has continued to endure from one
generation to the next.
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Script and Art Direction: Doi Kaichi
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