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Mt. MERAPI A
THE LIFE OF
VILLAGERS

—No More Mudflows——

16mm + VTR (Beta, VHS only)/color/21min./ English, Japanese
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Synopsis
Like Japan, Indonesia suffers frequent volcanic disas-
ters. Particularly, an enormous volume of ejection is
pushed down by the violent squall of a tropical zone,
and turns into a volcanic mudflow, often playing tre-
mendous havoc with widespread areas around the
mountain foot, burying fields and rice paddies and
taking many lives. The foot of Mt. Merapi near the
ancient capital of Jogjakarta is a granary of the country,
but it has also been a dangerous area, often hit by
disastrous mudflows.

To prevent the damages caused by such mudflows, a
Japanese survey team was dispatched to the Merapi area.
The team members visited water sources where volcanic
mud and lava were deposited and villages attacked by
the mudflow where they listened to people who
remembered the disaster. As a result of their research,

a disaster prevention project was worked out. It con-
sisted of plans for building “Sabo” (sand & mud control)
facilities on the rivers around the mountain foot, and
for installing warning systems.

To train technicians and engineers for “Sabo” construc-
tion, the Volcanic “Sabo” Technical Centre was estab-
lished where “Sabo” specialists from Japan were giving
instruction to the trainees.

Mr. Subalka was one of the instructors at this centre.
He was racking his brains how to train the trainee
engineers, coping with mounting problems such as
technical disadvantages and insufficient machinery and
materials.

It was about that time when he was given a chance to
visit Japan to learn about warning systems.....
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