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=7 A“Self-help Effortof
Bangladesh Women——

16mm Color / 33 min. / English, Japanese

Directed by Sakura Motion Picture Co., Ltd. Standard Bldg., 22-1, Nishi-Shinjuku 1-chome,
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160, Japan Phone: 342-5768 Cable: SAKURAMOVIES TOKYO

Focusing on a Bangladesh woman who overcame various hardships of life through her
own self-help efforts, finally becoming self-supportive and independent.

SYNOPSIS

According to strict Islamic precepts, an adult woman
in Bangladesh is strictly forbidden to show her face or
body to men except for her 14 relatives. Women are
completely secluded from the outside world.

Amena, a divorced woman, was lucky to find
shelter back in her parents’ house, who otherwise
would have starved to death together with her children.

She knew that she had to become independent
somehow, and began to commute to the People’s
Health Centre to receive vocational training. After
some time, her jutework technique progressed to a
point where she could set up her work place back in
the village to teach her technique.

The women, however, stubbornly refused to join

Amena for the fear of being opposed by other villagers, o

especially the men. Amena insisted that work could
save the women and their children from poverty and
hunger. At last, some women were pursuaded by
Amena’s activities, and started to earn some money
making jutework.

As it became known that women at the workshop
were actually earning money, the number of Amena’s
co-workers gradually began increasing. The women no
longer worried much about being confronted by
other villagers. After many centuries of seclusion, the
women of Bangladesh have now taken a step forward
to self-sufficiency.
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